Representation of North Carolina Land Cover Types on U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wildlife Refuges
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Introduction: NatureServe For which cover types do National Wildlife Refuges provide Which cover types are under-represented statewide?

the majority of the Status 1 and 2 lands?

In North Carolina, where less than 10% of the land is publicly managed To address this question we have identified the natural vegetation

(Figure 1) the National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) make an important NWR lands represent over 50% of the protected acreage for five types with < 1% and those with < 5% of the statewide acreage on

contribution to the protection of many of our state's vegetation types. vegetation types in North Carolina (Table 2). Status 1 and 2 lands (Figure 4).

In this analysis we used the North Carolina Gap Analysis datasets to

Carolina’s conservation network. B _ and 2 lands and fourteen had less than 5% protected. These under-
Seepage and Streamhead Swamps (Map Unit Refuges |Lands |Pederal [state Local [NGOs [Private [acreage Acreags represented cover types generally fall into five categories.
#’I_5)_Inc|udes extensive peat flats in the Seepage Swamps and Streamhead Swamps (Map Unit # 15)

What vegetation types are represented on the NWRs in the North coastal plain, dominated by swamp tupelo, st sesesl  sel  looedl 4 o R

Carolina? maples, and Atlantic white-cedar alliances. gtgizzi 2 442 17(1)§ 303 105116 10;1411&73 ngz Longleaf Plne Forest Of the Coastal Plaln (#42, #67, #97)

| | NN O AL A I R Bottomland of the Coastal Plain and Piedmont (#49, #50, #385)
In North Carolina there are ag)proxmately :_352,538 acres of NWR_Iand. m Mesic Forests - Statewide (#63, #230, #520)
That acreage represents 1.1% of the land in the state and approximately Sttus 3 I I Piedmont Upland Forests (#220, #226, #228, #230, #232)

21 % of the Status 1 and 2 lands. Thirty-six natural land cover types were 55437007 Emergent Wetland Types (#238. #239. #267, #269)
mapped on one or more Of the eleven NW RS (Table 1) ST Coastal Plain Oak Bottomland Forest (Map Unit # 50)

Status 1 201,298 355 1,673 1%

Status2| 6,215 126| 4,298 16| 885 73 11,613 4%
. . Status 3 6,940(1,511| 15| 1,102 9,568 3%
Figure 2. GAP Status of North Carolina's Status 4 1211 34 207703| 207858 93%

Managed Lands by Management Agency 320,712 100%

Figure 1. Percent of North

Carolina Lands by Management | : Balee WMW%—ZMW Figure 4. Natural Land Cover Classes that are Under-represented in the Existing Status 1 and 2 Lands.
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