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This literature review was conducted for the purpose of developing GIS based species-
distribution models to aid in the USFWS in stepping down national population objectives to
regional and refuge levels. Data from each article is being summarized in LitReview Central, a
new bird literature review database developed by Dr. Ed Laurent at NCSU. This review is still
in progress. The data characteristic, “mappable”, indicates that the species data can be linked to
one or more mapped landcover classes or mapped landscape features. Please contact Ashton for
further information, or if you identify missing citations.

Publication . Number of
Category Description .
Category Articles
o Publications provide a date, measured landscape or landcover
Quantitative g . .
variable, and response in terms of abundance, density or 13
mappable data ..
productivity
Qualitative Publications provide an observation in terms of abundance, 38
mappable data  density or productivity, with description of associated habitat
Comments Literature reviews, most atlas or breeding birds summary
without reports, and publications where either the date or habitat was not 48
mappable data mentioned in association with bird observations

Not relevant

Library still
seeking

King Rail were not mentioned in the text (often true where a
king rail publication was cited in references), study was outside
the geographic region of interest (North America), or study had

no relevance to species-habitat associations (e.g. English study 126
on origin of species’ common names, paleontological studies,
geographic location rather than habitat type noted)
A few publications remain in the NCSU Interlibrary Loan 3
pipeline
Total = 283
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Meanley, B. 1969. Natural history of the King Rail. North American Fauna No. 67. 108 pp.

Meanley, B. and D. K. Wetherbee. 1962. Ecological notes on mixed populations of King Rails
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rails in southern Louisiana and Texas. MS Thesis, Louisiana State University. 116 pp.

Pierluissi, S. 2006. Breeding Waterbird Use of Rice Fields in Southwestern Louisiana. MS
Thesis, Louisiana State University. 92 pp.

Reid, F. A. 1989. Differential Habitat Use by Waterbirds in a Managed Wetland Complex.
PhD Dissertation, University of Missouri - Columbia. 240 pp.

Tanner, W. D. 1953. Ecology of the Virginia and King Rails and the Sora in Clay County,
Iowa. PhD Dissertation, Iowa State College. 154 pp.

Weiss, R. A. 1995. The Status and Distribution of Rails and Other Marsh Birds in Natural and
Restored Wetlands in Indiana. PhD Dissertation, Ball State University, Indiana. 152 pp.

Publications with qualitative mappable data
Baillie, J. L. Jr. 1940. King Rail breeding in Southern Ontario. Auk 57(1): 109-110.

Baird, K. E. 1974. A field study of the King, Sora, and Virginia Rails at Cheyenne Bottoms in
west-central Kansas. MS Thesis, Kansas State University, 38 pp.

Bales, B.R. 1911. Some notes from Pickaway County, Ohio. Wilson Bulletin 23(1): 43-48.

Bent, A. C. 1926. Life histories of North American marsh birds. US National Museum Bulletin
135.

Bent, A. C. and M. Copeland. 1927. Notes on Florida birds. Auk 44(3): 371-386.
Bishop, L. B. 1921. Notes from Connecticut. Auk 38(4): 582-589.
Bolduc, A. 1992. King Rail in Swift County. Loon 64(1): 64-65.
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list of the birds observed. Auk 27(3): 305-322.

Brock, H. H. 1896. The King Rail again in Maine. Auk 13(1): 79.

Brock, H. H. 1902. The King Rail again near Portland, ME. Auk 19(3): 285.

Broun, M. 1931. Some unusual birds for Berkshire County, Massachusetts. Auk 48(1): 130.
Burtch, V. 1946. King Rail at Branchport, NY. Auk 63(2): 252.

Busby, W. H., and J. L. Zimmerman. 2001. Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas. University Press of
Kansas. 466 pp.

Cahn, A. R. 1930. Additions to the Easter birds of Little Egypt. Wilson Bulletin 42(3): 214-
215.

Cairo, J. 1985. King Rail - second Colorado record. Colorado Field Ornithology Journal 19(1-
2): 38.
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Oklahoma Ornithological Society 12(2): 14.

Dempsey, J. 1991. A King Rail observation. Loon 63(1): 73-74.

Duvall, A. J. 1937. Birds observed on the coast of Virginia and North Carolina. Auk 54(4):
462-463.

Eckert, K. 1984. A King Rail in Duluth. Loon 56(3): 190-191.
Erichsen, W.J. 1919. Some summer birds of Liberty County, Georgia. Auk 36(3): 380-393.

Erwin, R. M., C. J. Conway, and S. W. Hadden. 2002. Species occurrence of marsh birds at
Cape Cod National Seashore, Massachusetts. Northeastern Naturalist 9(1): 1-12.

Fay, S. P. 1911. Massachusetts notes. Auk 28(1): 120-122.

Fenton, C. L. 1916. Preliminary list of the birds of Floyd County, Iowa. Wilson Bulletin 28(3):
130-138.

Gabrielson, I. N. 1914. Breeding birds of a Clay County, lowa, farm. Wilson Bulletin 26(2):
69-81.

Gault, B. T. 1898. Some "bird ways". Wilson Bulletin 10(6): 73-75.

Goelitz, W. A. 1915. Five hours on Bulter's Lake, Lake County, Illinois. Wilson Bulletin
27(4): 460-462.

Graves, G. R. 2001. Crayfish-processing behavior in the King Rail (Rallus elegans). Journal of
the Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society 117(1): 71-72.

Hallman, R. C. 1934. Notes from St. Johns County. The Florida Naturalist 7(2): 17-18.
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Bulletin 28(1): 5-11.
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18-29.
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23(1): 61-62.

Henniger, W. F. 1916. Notes on some Ohio birds. Wilson Bulletin 28(2): 86-88.
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27(4): 381-384.
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Communications, Albuquerque. 246 pp.

Pangburn, Major C. H. 1919. A three months' list of the birds in Pinellas County, Florida. Auk
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Sandborn, C. C. and W. A. Goelitz. 1915. A two-year nesting record in Lake County, Illinois.
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Bates, B. H. Jr. and T. G. Meade. 1973. Helminth parasites of the King Rail, Rallus elegans
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Proceedings of the Helminthological Society of Washington 39(1): 146-147.

Best, L. B., K. E. Freemark, J. J. Dinsmore, and M. Camp. 1995. A review and synthesis of
habitat use by breeding birds in agricultural landscapes of lowa. American Midland
Naturalist 134(1): 1-29.

Blom, E. A. T. 1996. King Rail. Page 126 in: Robbins, C. S. [Ed.]. Atlas of the Breeding Birds
of Maryland and the District of Columbia. University of Pittsburg Press. 504 pp.
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Dinsmore [Ed.]. The Iowa Breeding Bird Atlas. Towa University Press. 484 pp.
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Eddleman, W. R., F. L. Knopf, B. Meanley, F. A. Reid, and R. Zembal. 1988. Conservation of
North American Rallids. Wilson Bulletin 100(3): 458-475.

Errington, P. L. and W. J. Breckenridge. 1936. Food habits of Marsh Hawks in the glaciated
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848.
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Fenton, C. L. 1924. The Birds of Floyd County, lowa. American Midland Naturalist 9(2): 65-
79.
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Wilson Bulletin 11(5): 65-72.
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on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. 8 pp.
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University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 539 pp.

Johnston, D. W. and T. P. Haines. 1957. Analysis of mass bird mortality in October, 1954. Auk
74(4): 447-458.
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Kushlan, J. A. 1973. Least Bittern nesting colonially. Auk 90(3): 685-686.
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Sprunt, A. Jr. and E. B. Chamberlain. 1949. South Carolina Bird Life. University of South
Carolina, Columbia. 655 pp.

Stevenson, J. O.,and L. H. Meitzen. 1946. Behavior and food habits of Sennett's White-tailed
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