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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

CITATIONS:

Year-round Model:

Hydrography Mask: 

Brackish/Saltwater Only

Utilizes flowing water features with buffers of 120m from and unlimited into selected water features.

Utilizes open water features with buffers of 120m from and unlimited into selected water features.

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Bare SandAnthropogenic

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Sandy BeachBeach

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern BeachBeach

South Florida Shell Hash BeachBeach

Southeast Florida BeachBeach

Southwest Florida BeachBeach

Unconsolidated Shore (Beach/Dune)Beach

Open Water (Brackish/Salt)Water

Habitat Description: Loggerhead sea turtles spend most of their lives at sea where they will wander in the open ocean, but they 
are generally thought to stay east of the western boundary of the Gulf Stream (Ernst et al. 1994).  They will 
enter bays, lagoons, salt marshes, creeks, and river mouths. The turtles mate at the surface of open water 
either near the nesting beach or in a male's territory as the female passes through on her way to the 
nesting beach (Ernst et al. 1994). They nest on isolated beaches of barrier islands from North Carolina 
south to Florida (Martof et al. 1980), often but not always showing sight fidelity from year to year (Ernst et 
al. 1994).  A nest is dug in the sand on an open beach above the high tide line. It may be at the base of the 
dunes facing the beach or among the shrubs and vegetation behind the dunes.  In Florida, nesting on 
urban beaches was strongly correlated with the presence of tall objects (trees, buildings), which apparently 
shield the beach from city lights (Salmon et al. 1995).  Former Alabama nesting beaches are apparently 
unsuitable now probably because of erosion and development. In the southeastern U.S., mating occurs 
late March-early June.  Nesting starts in late May, with the peak in June/July, and continues through 
August. They lay 1-9 clutches (mostly 2-6) of about 45-200 eggs (average 120) at intervals of about 2 
weeks, mostly every 2-3 years.  They nest mainly at night, often at high tide. Nesting density reaches nearly 
450 nests/km in some areas of Florida (Dodd 1992).  Eggs generally hatch in 8-9 weeks in the southeastern 
U.S.  Egg mortality may result from predation, beach erosion, invasion of clutches by plant roots, crushing 
by off-road vehicles, and flooding by sea water overwash or excessive rainfall. Hatchlings emerge from nest 
a few days after hatching, typically during darkness and crawl immediately to sea.  Females are 
reproductively active over a period of about 30 years (CSTC 1990).  Stacy Smith, 7June05
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