
Dendroica pensylvanica

bCSWA
ITIS Species Code: 178911

NatureServe Element Code: ABPBX03020

Taxa: Avian

Order: Passeriformes

Family: Parulidae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AK (SNA), AL (SNA), AR (S1B,S5N), AZ (S1N), CA (SNA), CO (S2B), CO (S2B), CT (S5B), CT (S5B), DC (S4N), 
DE (S1B), FL (SNA), GA (S5), IA (S3B,S4N), ID (SNA), IL (S2S3), IN (S3B), KS (SNA), KY (S3S4B), LA (SNA), MA (S5B), MD 
(S4B), ME (S5B), MI (S5), MN (SNRB), MO (S3), MS (SNA), MT (SNA), NC (S5B), NC (S5B), ND (S3), NE (SNRN), NH (S5B), 
NJ (S4B), NM (S4N), NV (SNA), NY (S5), OH (S3), OK (S2N), OR (SNA), PA (S5B), RI (S5B), SC (SNR), SD (S1B), SD (S1B), TN 
(S4), TX (S4N), UT (SNA), VA (S4), VT (S5B), VT (S5B), WA (SNA), WI (S4B), WI (S4B), WV (S5B), WY (SNA), AB (S2), BC 
(SNA), LB (SNA), MB (S5B), MB (S5B), NB (S5B), NF (SNA), NS (S5B), ON (S5B), PE (S5B), QC (S5B), SK (S5B), SK (S5B)

State Status:  ID (P), KY (N), ME (SC), NJ (S/S), NV (YES), NY (PB), RI (Not Listed), UT (None), BC (8 (2005)), QC (Non 
suivie)

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

Chestnut-sided Warbler

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=bCSWA

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_bCSWA.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_bCSWA.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/bCSWA_se00.zip

Reported on March 14, 2011
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

Summer Model:

Customized Model: Generally distributed between 610-1220m in TN, but have recorded singing males as low as 
550m on Cumberland Plateau (Nicholson 1997).  Richardson & Brauning (1995) restricts species 
to elevations >450m in Appalachian mountians. ****Do not restrict Montane Forest, Disturbed 
successional shrub/scrub, natural scrub/shrub, or Bald-shrub ecosystems to Edge Buffer. So only 
apply edge buffer to Mixed, & Hardwood Forests, Developed open space, pasture or succ 
grassland (identified as AMU's). Ecotone width derived from territorial spacing, larger male 
territory size 1.10 ha (Richardson & Brauning 1995)…1.10ha=11000m^2=104m so 60m buffer 
from & into forest gives 120m edge.  Amy Silvano 6jun05

Elevation Mask:  > 450m and < 2500m

Mask of Forest/Open Ecotone: Include within  30m of ecotone edge.

Mask of Woodlands and Shrublands: Include all woodland and shrubland interiors and  30m buffer from them.

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Clear Cut)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Central Appalachian Montane Rocky Bald - Shrub ModifierBald

Southern Appalachian Grass and Shrub Bald - Shrub ModifierBald

Central and Southern Appalachian Montane Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Northern Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Spruce-Fir ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Appalachian Montane Pine Forest and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Central Interior Highlands and Appalachian Sinkhole and Depression PondWetlands

North-Central Appalachian Seepage FenWetlands

Southern and Central Appalachian Bog and FenWetlands

Functional Group Map Unit Name

 Selected Secondary Map Units within  120m of Primary Map Units:

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Virginia/Pitch Pine ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Appalachian Low Mountain Pine ForestForest/Woodland

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland - Pine Modifier                         Forest/Woodland 

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland - Hardwood Modifier                     Forest/Woodland 

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest - Pine ModifierForest/Woodland 

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland 

Central Appalachian Oak and Pine ForestForest/Woodland

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest-Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest - Mixed ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Habitat Description: Chestnut-sided warbler inhabits early successional habitats such as abandoned farmlands, margins of 
roadways, utility corridors, and regenerating clearcuts (Palmer-Ball 1996), as well as natural evironments 
such as scrubby second-growth habitats and forest edges (Richardson & Brauning 1995). In the mountian 
regions, this species inhabits brushy areas in over-grown fields (Pearson 1959), heath balds (Kendeigh and 
Fawver 1981), mountain laurel thickets, thickets of young chestnuts (Dunn and Garrett 1997), and sapling-
sized clear-cut areas (Mitchell and Stedman 1993); can also be found within mature deciduous or 
coniferous forests wherever there exists a brushy place with a gap in the canopy due to fire, windfallen 
trees, blight, logging, etc. (Stupka 1963, Alsop 1991). In the spruce-fir zone, birds breed in mountain ash 
saplings, which often sprout in these gaps, and also where the spruce and fir are in early successional 
stages (Kendeigh and Fawver 1981). Amy Silvano 6jun05 

***Portions quoted directly from compiled habitat.
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Compiled: 15 September 2011For more information:: SE-GAP Analysis Project / BaSIC

CITATIONS:

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak Forest - XericForest/Woodland

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest - Evergreen ModifierForest/Woodland

Deciduous PlantationsAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/HerbaceousAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Pasture/HayAnthropogenic

Alsop FJ III. 1991. Birds of the Smokies. Gatlinburg: Great Smoky Mountains Natural History 
Association.                                                                                                                                                       

American Ornithologists' Union (AOU), Committee on Classification and Nomenclature. 1983. Check-list of North American Birds. Sixth 
Edition. American Ornithologists' Union, Allen Press, Inc., Lawrence, Kansas.                                              

Bent, A.C. 1953. Life histories of North American wood warblers. U.S. Natl. Mus. Bull. 203. Washington, 
D.C.                                                                                                                                                   

Dunn, J.L., and K.L. Garrett. 1997. A field guide to warblers of North America. Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston.                                                                                                                                              

Greenberg, R. 1981. Frugivory in some migrant tropical forest wood warblers. Biotropica 13:215-
223.                                                                                                                                                            

Greenberg, R. 1984. The winter exploitation systems of bay-breasted and chestnut-sided warblers in Panama. Univ. California Pub. Zool. 
116:x + 107 pp.                                                                                                         

Griscom, L., and A. Sprunt, Jr. 1979. The warblers of America. Doubleday and Co., Garden City, New York. 302 
pp.                                                                                                                                               

Hagan, J.M., III, and D.W. Johnston, editors. 1992. Ecology and conservation of neotropical migrant landbirds. Smithsonian Institution Press, 
Washington, D.C. xiii + 609 pp.                                                                                  

Hamel, P. B. 1992. The land manager's guide to the birds of the south. The Nature Conservancy, Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 367 pp + several 
appendices.                                                                                                       

Harrison, C. 1978. A field guide to the nests, eggs and nestlings of North American birds. Collins, Cleveland, 
Ohio.                                                                                                                                           

Harrison, H.H. 1984. Wood warblers' world. Simon and Schuster, New York. 335 
pp.                                                                                                                                                                               

Kendeigh, S.C. and B.  Fawver. 1981. Breeding bird populations in the Great Smoky Mountains, Tennessee ad North Carolina. Wilson Bulletin: 
93:218-42.                                                                                                          

Mitchell, L.J. and B.H. Stedman. 1993. BBC 39ùMature maple-beech-birch forest. Journal of Field Ornithology (supplement) 64:57-
8.                                                                                                                              

National Geographic Society (NGS). 1983. Field guide to the birds of North America. National Geographic Society, Washington, 
D.C.                                                                                                                              

Palmer-Ball, B.L., Jr. 1996. The Kentucky Breeding Bird Atlas. The University Press of Kentucky, 
Lexington.                                                                                                                                                    

Pashley, D. N. 1989. Pashley contracted with the Latin America Program to update and expand the distribution information of neotropical 
migrant birds. This SA code indicates information based on his personal observations.                                  

Pearson, T.G. 1959. Birds of North Carolina. Raleigh, NC: Bynum Printing 
Company.                                                                                                                                                                              

Raffaele, H.A. 1983. A guide to the birds of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Fondo Educativo Interamericano, San Juan, Puerto Rico. 255 
pp.                                                                                                                

Richardson, M.E. and D.W. Brauning. 1995. Chestnut-sided warbler (Dendroica pensylvanica). In A. Poole and F. Gill, eds., The Birds of North 
America, No. 190. The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia and The American Ornithologists' Union, Washington

Ridgely, R.S., and G. Tudor. 1989. The birds of South America. Vol. 1. The Oscine passerines. Univ. Texas Press, Austin. 516 
pp.                                                                                                                               

Sauer, J.R., and S. Droege. 1992. Geographical patterns in population trends of neotropical migrants in North America. Pages 26-42 in J.M. 
Hagan III and D.W. Johnston, editors. Ecology and conservation of neotropical migrant landbirds. Smithsonian Institu

Stiles, F.G., and A.F. Skutch. 1989. A guide to the birds of Costa Rica. Comstock Publ. Associates, Cornell University Press, Ithaca, New York. 
511 pp.                                                                                                        

Stupka A 1963. Notes on the birds of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Knoxville: The University of Tennessee 
Press.                                                                                                                                    

Terres, J.K. 1980. The Audubon Society encyclopedia of North American birds. Alfred A. Knopf, New 
York.                                                                                                                                                        

Page 4 of 5bCSWA



Compiled: 15 September 2011

www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap

This data was compiled and/or developed 

by the Southeast GAP Analysis Project at 

The Biodiversity and Spatial Information 

Center, North Carolina State University.

For more information:: SE-GAP Analysis Project / BaSIC

127 David Clark Labs

Dept. of Biology, NCSU

Raleigh, NC 27695-7617

(919) 513-2853
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