
Passer domesticus

bHOSP
ITIS Species Code: 179628

NatureServe Element Code: ABPBZ01010

Taxa: Avian

Order: Passeriformes

Family: Passeridae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AK (SNA), AL (SNA), AR (SNA), AZ (SNA), CA (SNA), CO (SNA), CT (SNA), DC (SNA), DE (SNA), FL (SNA), GA 
(SNA), IA (SNA), ID (SNA), IL (SNA), IN (SNA), KS (SNA), KY (SNA), LA (SNA), MA (SNA), MD (SNA), ME (SNA), MI (SNA), 
MN (SNA), MO (SNA), MS (SNA), MT (SNA), NC (SNA), ND (SNA), NE (SNA), NH (SNA), NJ (SNA), NM (SNA), NV (SNA), NY 
(SNA), OH (SNA), OK (SNA), OR (SNA), PA (SNA), RI (SNA), SC (SNA), SD (SNA), TN (SNA), TX (SNA), UT (SNA), VA (SNA), 
VT (SNA), WA (SNA), WI (SNA), WV (SNA), WY (SNA), AB (SNA), BC (SNA), LB (SNA), MB (SNA), NB (SNA), NF (SNA), NS 
(SNA), NT (SNA), ON (SNA), PE (SNA), QC (SNA), SK (SNA), YT (SNA)

State Status:  KY (N), NJ (I/), NY (U), RI (Not Listed), UT (None), BC (7 (2005)), QC (Non suivie)

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

House Sparrow

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=bHOSP

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_bHOSP.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_bHOSP.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/bHOSP_se00.zip

Reported on March 14, 2011
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

CITATIONS:

Year-round Model:

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Developed Open SpaceAnthropogenic

High Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Low Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Medium Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Pasture/HayAnthropogenic

Row CropAnthropogenic

Habitat Description: Always associated with humans and never found in a habitat unaltered by human activity. Found in a wide 
variety of areas such as cities, suburbs, farms (Kaufman 1996), and woodland edges near human 
habitation. Found especially around horses (Ehrlich et al. 1988).
Prefers to nest in a cavity such as a natural cavity in a tree, an abandoned woodpecker hole, a birdhouse, a 
hole in a wall, under the eaves of a building, behind a wall-mounted sign, or in the nest of a Cliff or Barn 
Swallow (Nicholson 1997). Can be an aggressive competitor with native species for cavities, sometimes 
ejecting eggs or young. If a cavity is not available, will build a nest in the fork of a tree branch up to 40 feet 
above the ground. Forages primarily on the ground (Ehrlich et al. 1988) but is an opportunistic feeder; will 
frequent bird feeders and pick insects from the grill of cars (Kaufman 1996).

Quoted from state habitat notes - K. Cook 5-30-05
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