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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

CITATIONS:

Summer Model:

Hydrography Mask: 

Utilizes flowing water features with buffers of unlimited from and 250m into selected water features.

Utilizes open water features with buffers of unlimited from and 250m into selected water features.

Utilizes wet vegetation features with buffer of unlimited into selected vegetation features.

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Sandy BeachBeach

Atlantic Coastal Plain Sea Island BeachBeach

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern BeachBeach

Florida Panhandle Beach VegetationBeach

South Florida Shell Hash BeachBeach

Southeast Florida BeachBeach

Southwest Florida BeachBeach

Unconsolidated Shore (Beach/Dune)Beach

Atlantic Coastal Plain Central Salt and Brackish Tidal MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Embayed Region Tidal Salt and Brackish MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Indian River Lagoon Tidal MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Tidal Salt MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Florida Big Bend Salt-Brackish Tidal MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Mississippi Sound Salt and Brackish Tidal MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Interdunal WetlandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Dune and Maritime GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Dune and Maritime GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Dune and Coastal GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Southwest Florida Dune and Coastal GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Open Water (Brackish/Salt)Water

Open Water (Fresh)Water

Lower Mississippi River Bottomland and Floodplain ForestWetlands

Lower Mississippi River Bottomland Depressions - Forest ModifierWetlands

Mississippi River Low Floodplain (Bottomland) ForestWetlands

Mississippi River Riparian ForestWetlands

Unconsolidated Shore (Lake/River/Pond)Wetlands

Functional Group Map Unit Name

 Selected Secondary Map Units within  250m of Primary Map Units:

Developed Open SpaceAnthropogenic

Low Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Medium Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

High Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Habitat Description: Usually forms colonies on bare or sparsely vegetated sand or dried mudflats along coasts or rivers, but also 
on sandy or shell islands.  Prominent use of sand or shell beaches located just above high-tide level, or 
riverine sandbars on which vegetation is limited by seasonal flooding (Thompson et al. 1997).  More 
recently, has shifted traditional nesting habitats to account for human activities and will nest on 
agricultural fields, parking lots, bare land associated with airports, and flat, graveled rooftops.  Forages in a 
variety of shallow-water habitats.  On marine coasts, feeds primarily in bays, lagoons, estuaries, river and 
creek mouths, tidal marshes, and lakes.  Occassionally forages offshore. Inland feeding sites include rivers, 
streams, sloughs, marshes, ponds, and reservoirs (Thompson et al. 1997).  M. Rubino, 31dec04.
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