
Piranga olivacea

bSCTA
ITIS Species Code: 179883

NatureServe Element Code: ABPBX45040

Taxa: Avian

Order: Passeriformes

Family: Cardinalidae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AK (SNA), AL (S5B), AR (S4B,S4N), AZ (SNA), CA (SNA), CO (SNA), CT (S5B), CT (S5B), DC (S2B,S4N), DE 
(S4B), FL (SNA), GA (S5), IA (S4B,S4N), IL (S5), IN (S4B), KS (S3B), KY (S5B), LA (SNA), MA (S5B), MD (S5B), ME (S5B), MI 
(S5), MN (SNRB), MO (SNRB), MS (S2?B), MS (S2?B), MT (SNA), NC (S5B), NC (S5B), ND (SU), NE (S4), NH (S5B), NJ (S4B), 
NM (SNA), NV (SNA), NY (S5), OH (S5), OK (S2B), OR (SNA), PA (S5B), RI (S5B), SC (SNRB), SD (S2B), SD (S2B), TN (S4), TX 
(S4), UT (SNA), VA (S5), VT (S5B), VT (S5B), WI (S4B), WI (S4B), WV (S5B), WY (SNA), AB (SNA), BC (SNA), LB (SNA), MB 
(S3S4B), MB (S3S4B), NB (S4B), NF (SNA), NS (S2B), ON (S4B), PE (SNA), QC (S5B), SK (S1B), SK (S1B), YT (SNA)

State Status:  KY (N), NJ (S/S), NV (YES), NY (PB), RI (Not Listed), UT (None), BC (8 (2005)), QC (Non suivie)

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

Scarlet Tanager

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=bSCTA

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_bSCTA.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_bSCTA.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/bSCTA_se00.zip

Reported on March 14, 2011
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

Summer Model:

Elevation Mask:  < 1524m

Mask of Forest Interior Utilization: Include all forest interiors and 120m buffer from them.

Contiguous Patch Minimum Size (hectares):   12

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Deciduous PlantationsAnthropogenic

Low Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland - Hardwood Modifier                     Forest/Woodland 

Appalachian Hemlock-Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Appalachian Serpentine WoodlandForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry and Dry-Mesic Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Offsite Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Mesic Hardwood and Mixed ForestForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Mixed Oak-Heath ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Montane Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Northern Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Spruce-Fir ForestForest/Woodland

Central Appalachian Oak and Pine ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Mixed ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Offsite Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Limestone ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Dry Upland Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Bluff ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Plain Oak-Hickory Upland - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Mesic Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest - Mixed ModifierForest/Woodland

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest-Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Northern Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

South-Central Interior Mesophytic ForestForest/Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Cove ForestForest/Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak Forest - XericForest/Woodland

Habitat Description: Scarlet Tanagers inhabits fairly large tracts of mature deciduous and mixed forests of all types. They occur 
in greatest abundance in moist, mixed mesophytic forests of slopes and ravines, but are also commonly 
found in sub-xeric oak-hickory forests (Mowbay 1999, Palmer-Ball 1996), and bottomlands (Hamel 1992, 
GA-GAP 2003, NatureServe 2005). This species prefers oak trees (Bushman and Therres 1988), but also 
nests less frequently in mixed forest (Hamel et al. 1982, Hamel 1992). It is more common in areas with a 
relatively closed canopy, a dense understory with a high diversity of shrubs, and scanty ground cover; able 
to breed successfully in relatively small patches of forest (Bushman and Therres 1988). Also sometimes 
nests in wooded parks, orchards, and large shade trees of suburbs (Isler and Isler 1987, Senesac 1993).  
Where habitat overlaps that of the Summer Tanager, will tend to use areas with taller trees and denser 
canopy cover than it does in the absence of the species (Nicholson 1997). Nest is built on the tip of a 
horizontal branch from 6 to 60 feet above the ground. Forages by hawking and gleaning insects, 
sometimes from loose bark, and will also eat berries and nectar  (Ehrlich et al. 1988). Spends most of the 
time in the upper canopy (Nicholson 1997). Amy Silvano 9jun05

***Portions quoted directly from state hab notes. Amy Silvano 

Ecosystem classifiers: Xeric Uplands, Mixed, Hardwood, Slope, Cove, & Montane Forests, Low Urban, D. 
Plantations, Floodplain/Riparian (Excluding Blackwater Systems & Herbaceous Modifiers) Amy Silvano 
9jun05
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CITATIONS:

Southern Appalachian Montane Pine Forest and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Southern Coastal Plain Dry Upland Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest - Evergreen ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Mixed ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Mixed ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Virginia/Pitch Pine ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Mesic ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland 

Atlantic Coastal Plain Brownwater Stream Floodplain ForestWetlands

Atlantic Coastal Plain Small Brownwater River Floodplain ForestWetlands

Central Appalachian Floodplain - Forest ModifierWetlands

Central Appalachian Riparian - Forest ModifierWetlands

East Gulf Coastal Plain Large River Floodplain Forest - Forest ModifierWetlands

East Gulf Coastal Plain Small Stream and River Floodplain ForestWetlands

South-Central Interior Large Floodplain - Forest ModifierWetlands

South-Central Interior Small Stream and RiparianWetlands

Southern Piedmont Large Floodplain Forest - Forest ModifierWetlands

Southern Piedmont Small Floodplain and Riparian ForestWetlands

American Ornithologists' Union (AOU), Committee on Classification and Nomenclature. 1983. Check-list of North American Birds. Sixth 
Edition. American Ornithologists' Union, Allen Press, Inc., Lawrence, Kansas.                                              

Bushman, E.S., and G.D. Therres. 1988. Habitat management guidelines for forest interior breeding birds of coastal Maryland. Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Tech. Publ. 88-1. 50 pp.                                                       

Ehrlich, P.R., D.S. Dobkin, and D. Wheye. 1988. The birder's handbook:a field guide to the natural history of North American birds. Simon and 
Shuster, Inc., New York. xxx + 785 pp.                                                                           

Fussell, J. III and M. Lyons. 1990. Birds of the Outer Banks [pamphlet]. Eastern National Parks and Monument Association Coastal Wildlife 
Refuge Society.                                                                                                      

Fussell, J.O. III. 1994. A birder's guide to coastal North Carolina. Chapel Hill and London: The University of North Carolina 
Press.                                                                                                                           

Hamel, P. B. 1992. The land manager's guide to the birds of the south. The Nature Conservancy, Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 367 pp + several 
appendices.                                                                                                       

Hamel, P. B.,  H. E. LeGrand Jr., M. R. Lennartz, and S. A. Gauthreaux, Jr. 1982. Bird-habitat relationships on southeastern forest lands. U. S. 
Dep. Agric., For. Serv. Southeast. For. Exp. Sta. Gen. Tech. Rep. SE-22, Asheville, N. C. 417 p.              

Harrison, C. 1978. A field guide to the nests, eggs and nestlings of North American birds. Collins, Cleveland, 
Ohio.                                                                                                                                           

Harrison, H.H. 1979. A field guide to western birds' nests. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston. 279 
pp.                                                                                                                                                          

Hilty, S.L., and W.L. Brown. 1986. A guide to the birds of Colombia. Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey. 836 
pp.                                                                                                                                

Isler, M.L., and P.R. Isler. 1987. The tanagers:natural history, distribution, and identification. Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington, DC. 
404 pp.                                                                                                      

Mowbray, T.B. 1999.  Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea).  In The Birds of North America, No. 479 (A. Poole and
F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of 
North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA.                                                                             

Nicholson CP. 1997. Atlas of the breeding birds of Tennessee. Knoxville: University of Tennessee 
Press.                                                                                                                                                        

Palmer-Ball, B.L., Jr. 1996. The Kentucky Breeding Bird Atlas. The University Press of Kentucky, 
Lexington.                                                                                                                                                    

Potter, E. F., J. F. Parnell, and R. P. Teulings. 1980. Birds of the Carolinas. Univ. North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 408 
pp.                                                                                                                               

Prescott, K. W. 1965. Studies in the life history of the scarlet tanager, PIRANGA OLIVACEA. New Jersey State Mus. Investig. No. 2. Trenton, 
New Jersey. 159 pp.                                                                                                

Raffaele, H.A. 1983. A guide to the birds of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Fondo Educativo Interamericano, San Juan, Puerto Rico. 255 
pp.                                                                                                                

Ridgely, R.S., and G. Tudor. 1989. The birds of South America. Vol. 1. The Oscine passerines. Univ. Texas Press, Austin. 516 
pp.                                                                                                                               

Page 4 of 5bSCTA



Compiled: 15 September 2011

www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap

This data was compiled and/or developed 

by the Southeast GAP Analysis Project at 

The Biodiversity and Spatial Information 

Center, North Carolina State University.

For more information:: SE-GAP Analysis Project / BaSIC

127 David Clark Labs

Dept. of Biology, NCSU

Raleigh, NC 27695-7617

(919) 513-2853

Senesac, P. 1993. Project tanager:reference booklet. Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, Ithaca, New 
York.                                                                                                                                                      

Simpson MB Jr. 1992. Birds of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Chapel Hill and London: University of North Carolina 
Press.                                                                                                                                            

Stiles, F.G., and A.F. Skutch. 1989. A guide to the birds of Costa Rica. Comstock Publ. Associates, Cornell University Press, Ithaca, New York. 
511 pp.                                                                                                        

Stotz, D.F., R.O. Bierregaard, M. Cohn-Haft, P. Petermann, J. Smith, A. Whittaker, and S. Wilson. 1992. The status of North American migrants 
in central Amazonian Brazil. Condor 94:608-621.                                                                  

Terres, J.K. 1980. The Audubon Society encyclopedia of North American birds. Alfred A. Knopf, New 
York.                                                                                                                                                        

Page 5 of 5bSCTA

http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap

