
Elanus leucurus

bWTKI
ITIS Species Code: 175282

NatureServe Element Code: ABNKC06010

Taxa: Avian

Order: Falconiformes

Family: Accipitridae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AL (S3B), AR (SNA), AZ (S2B,S2S3N), CA (S3), FL (S1), ID (SNA), IL (SNA), IN (SNA), KS (SNA), KY (SNA), LA 
(S1B,S1S2N), MS (SNA), MS (SNA), MT (SNA), NC (SNA), NM (S2N), NM (S2N), NV (SNA), OK (SNA), OR (S2B,S3N), TX 
(S4B), UT (SNA), WA (S2), WI (SNA), WY (SNA), BC (SNA)

State Status:  CA (None), ID (P), KY (N), NV (YES), UT (None), BC (8 (2005))

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

White-tailed Kite

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=bWTKI

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_bWTKI.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_bWTKI.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/bWTKI_se00.zip

Reported on March 14, 2011
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

CITATIONS:

Year-round Model:

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Pasture/HayAnthropogenic

Row CropAnthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Clear Cut)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

South Florida Everglades Sawgrass MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Southwest Florida Dune and Coastal GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Florida Longleaf Pine Sandhill - Open Understory ModifierForest/Woodland

Florida Dry PrairiePrairie

Central Florida Herbaceous PondshoreWetlands

Central Florida Herbaceous SeepWetlands

Central Florida Pine FlatwoodsWetlands

Floridian Highlands Freshwater MarshWetlands

South Florida Bayhead SwampWetlands

South Florida Dwarf Cypress SavannaWetlands

South Florida Pine FlatwoodsWetlands

South Florida Pond-Apple/Popash SloughWetlands

South Florida Wet Marl PrairieWetlands

South Florida Willow HeadWetlands

Habitat Description: White-tailed kites use savanna, open woodland, marshes, partially cleared lands and cultivated fields, 
mostly in lowland situations (Tropical to Temperate zones) (AOU 1983).

Nests in trees, often near a marsh, usually 6-15 m above the ground in branches near the top of a tree. 
Generally builds a new nest for each clutch (Palmer 1988). .

There is little quantitative research on this species.

Quoted directly from existing state habitat notes - K. Cook, 11Feb05
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