
Tadarida brasiliensis

mBFBA
ITIS Species Code: 180088

NatureServe Element Code: AMACD01010

Taxa: Mammalian

Order: Chiroptera

Family: Molossidae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AL (S3), AR (S4), AZ (S3S4), CA (S4S5), CO (S1), FL (SNR), GA (S4), IL (SNA), KS (SNA), KY (SNA), LA (S4), 
MS (S5), NC (S4), NE (SNRN), NM (S3), NV (S3S4), OK (S3), OR (S4), SC (SNR), TN (SNA), TX (S5), UT (S4B), VA (SNA), WY 
(SNA)

State Status:  KY (N), MS (Non-game species in need of management), NV (YES), OK (Category II), UT (None)

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

Brazilian Free-tailed Bat

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=mBFBA

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_mBFBA.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_mBFBA.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/mBFBA_se00.zip
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

CITATIONS:

Year-round Model:

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

High Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Low Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Medium Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Pasture/HayAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/HerbaceousAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Tidal Wooded SwampBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Tidal Wooded SwampBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

South Florida Mangrove SwampBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Southwest Florida Perched Barriers Salt Swamp and Lagoon - Mangrove ModifierBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Blackwater Stream Floodplain Forest - Forest ModifierWetlands

Atlantic Coastal Plain Brownwater Stream Floodplain ForestWetlands

Atlantic Coastal Plain Clay-Based Carolina Bay Forested WetlandWetlands

Atlantic Coastal Plain Nonriverine Swamp and Wet Hardwood Forest  - Taxodium/Nyssa ModifierWetlands

Atlantic Coastal Plain Small Blackwater River Floodplain ForestWetlands

Atlantic Coastal Plain Small Brownwater River Floodplain ForestWetlands

Lower Mississippi River Bottomland Depressions - Forest ModifierWetlands

South Florida Cypress DomeWetlands

South Florida Dwarf Cypress SavannaWetlands

Southern Coastal Plain Blackwater River Floodplain ForestWetlands

Southern Coastal Plain Nonriverine Cypress DomeWetlands

Habitat Description: Brazilian Free-tailed Bats roost primarily in buildings, or other man-made structures such as culverts, 
bridges, and bat houses (Kiser 2004, FL-GAP 2003, NatureServe 2005), and bat house.  Historically this 
species has been reported to use the hollows of mangrove and cypress trees (Wilkins 1989), but may now 
be totally dependent on human-made structures (Kiser 2004).  These bats generally feed in open 
vegetative areas, and have been know to consume large numbers of agricultural pests (Wilson & Ruff 
1999). Free-tailed bats will fly long distances from roost to foraging areas, with individuals documented 
distances over 80 km (NatureServe 2005, Wilson & Ruff 1999).  Amy Silvano 22jun05

Ecosystem classifiers:  Urban, mangrove, Cypress Domes, Cypress dominated swamps/systems, 
Riparian/Floodplain (Blackwater systems only). Pasture/Hay, and grassland/herbaceous as AMU for 
foraging habitat.  Amy Silvano 22jun05
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