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Eastern Cottontail
Sylvilagus floridanus

Taxa: Mammalian SE-GAP Spp Code: mEACO
Order: Lagomorpha ITIS Species Code: 180124
Family: Leporidae NatureServe Element Code: AMAEB01040
KNOWN RANGE: PREDICTED HABITAT:
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Known Known Predicted
O SE-GAP Project Extent Range O SE-GAP Project Extent Range Habitat
O state Boundaries Summer O state Boundaries Summer W summer
County Boundaries Winter W Winter

County Boundaries Winter

Year-round Year-round W Year-round

Range Map Link:  http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range mEACO.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist mEACO.pdf
GAP Online Tool Link:  http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=mEACO
Data Download:  http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/mEACO_se00.zip

PROTECTION STATUS: Reported on March 14, 2011

Federal Status: ---
State Status: AL (GA), KY (N), NY (GS), RI (Not Listed), BC (7 (2005)), QC (Non suivie)

NS Global Rank: G5

NS State Rank: AL (S5), AR (S5), AZ (S5), CO (S5), CT (S5), DC (S5), DE (S5), FL (SNR), GA (S5), IA (S5), IL (S5), IN (S4), KS
(S5), KY (S5), LA (S5), MA (SNA), MD (S5), Ml (S5), MN (SNR), MO (S5), MS (S5), MT (S4), NC (S5), ND (SNR), NE (S5), NH
(S5), NJ (S5), NM (S3), NY (S5), OH (SNR), OK (S5), OR (SNA), PA (S5), RI (S5), SC (SNR), SD (S5), TN (S5), TX (S5), VA (S5),
VT (SNA), WA (SNA), WI (S5), WV (S5), WY (S3), BC (SNA), MB (S5), ON (S5), QC (S5), SK (S3)
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:

US FWS US Forest Service Tenn. Valley Author. US DOD/ACOE

ha % ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 27,117.5 <1 1,698.0 <1 0.0 0 0.0 0
Status 2 44,467.3 <1 32,333.2 <1 0.0 0 1,340.2 <1
Status 3 731.3 <1 323,130.2 1 31,313.6 <1 225,989.1 <1
Status 4 27.9 <1 0.0 0 0.0 0 26.6 <1
Total 72,344.0 <1 357,161.4 1 31,313.6 <1 227,355.8 <1
US Dept. of Energy US Nat. Park Service NOAA Other Federal Lands

ha % ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 0.0 0 22,767.3 <1 33.8 <1 6,753.9 <1
Status 2 0.0 0 5,711.9 <1 5,064.2 <1 55.0 <1
Status 3 7,933.1 <1 68,568.6 <1 0.0 0 3,475.1 <1
Status 4 0.0 0 0.0 <1 0.0 0 0.0 0
Total 7,933.1 <1 97,048.4 <1 5,098.0 <1 10,283.9 <1
Native Am. Reserv. State Park/Hist. Park State WMA/Gameland State Forest

ha % ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 0.0 0 329.2 <1 14.2 <1 0.0 0
Status 2 0.0 0 1,896.7 <1 173,732.7 <1 122.5 <1
Status 3 6,114.8 <1 172,642.1 <1 51,804.5 <1 124,472.3 <1
Status 4 0.0 0 0.0 0 27,137.7 <1 7.7 <1
Total 6,114.8 <1 174,868.0 <1 252,689.0 <1 124,602.6 <1
State Coastal Reserve ST Nat.Area/Preserve Other State Lands Private Cons. Easemt.

ha % ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 0.0 0 2,640.9 <1 0.0 0 0.0 0
Status 2 3,095.5 <1 14,592.5 <1 3.4 <1 1,182.7 <1
Status 3 0.0 0 9,764.8 <1 12,585.6 <1 53,517.8 <1
Status 4 0.0 0 0.0 0 1,281.5 <1 <0.1 <1
Total 3,095.5 <1 26,998.2 <1 13,870.5 <1 54,700.6 <1
Private Land - No Res. Water Overall Total

ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 61,354.8 <1
Status 2 0.0 0 0.0 6 283,597.9 1
Status 3 194.1 <1 1.1 <1 1,092,237.9 5
Status 4 25,732,482.2 93 28,730.3 <1 25,816,804.4 94
Total 25,732,676.3 93 28,731.6 <1 27,253,995.0 100

GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked
through management.

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities.

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout

the area.

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive

use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is

unknown.
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

Year-round Model:

Habitat Description: Eastern cottontails are highly adaptable and occur in many open, brushy environments. They can be found
in a wide variety of habitats from coastal marshes of the barrier islands to mountain farmlands and open
forests (Whitaker and Hamilton 1998). Thickets of various kinds in broken forest or open landscapes
appear to support greatest the largest populations (Brown 1997). They are also seen in the residential
areas of most city suburbs, particularly near less populated landscapes or where vacant lots of wooded or
brushy growth are present (Webster et al. 1985). They are usually absent from boreal habitats, dense
woods, and from the wetter habitats of the swamp and marsh rabbit (Brown 1997). They do not dig
burrows and nests are usually in shallow depressions in thick vegetation. Their average home range is 1-3
ha. (Chapman et al. 1980). They are very prolific with several litters of 3-6 produced throughout much of
the year. Gestation lasts about a month. Sexual maturity is reached in 2-3 months. Stacy Smith, 14June05

Elevation Mask: < 1280m

Mask of Forest/Open Ecotone: Include within 60m of ecotone edge.

Mask of Woodlands and Shrublands:

Include all woodland and shrubland interiors and 60m buffer from them.

Selected Map Units:

Functional Group

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Coastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland
Coastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland
Coastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland
Coastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland
Coastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland
Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland

Forest/Woodland
mEACO

Map Unit Name
Developed Open Space

Low Intensity Developed

Medium Intensity Developed

Pasture/Hay

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Other)

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Utility Swath)

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Clear Cut)

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Other)

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Utility Swath)

Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Interdunal Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Dune and Maritime Grassland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Dune and Maritime Grassland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Dune and Coastal Grassland

Southwest Florida Dune and Coastal Grassland

Alabama Ketona Glade and Woodland

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland - Hardwood Modifier
Appalachian Hemlock-Hardwood Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Central Maritime Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry and Dry-Mesic Oak Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Offsite Hardwood Modifier
Atlantic Coastal Plain Mesic Hardwood and Mixed Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Maritime Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Mixed Oak-Heath Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Maritime Forest

Central Appalachian Alkaline Glade and Woodland

Central Appalachian Oak and Pine Forest

Central Appalachian Pine-Oak Rocky Woodland

Central Interior Highlands Calcareous Glade and Barrens

Central Interior Highlands Dry Acidic Glade and Barrens

Cumberland Sandstone Glade and Barrens

East Gulf Coastal Plain Black Belt Calcareous Prairie and Woodland - Woodland Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Hardwood Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Mixed Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Offsite Hardwood Modifier

East Gulf Coastal Plain Limestone Forest
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Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Prairie

Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands

East Gulf Coastal Plain Maritime Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Dry Upland Hardwood Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Bluff Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Plain Oak-Hickory Upland - Hardwood Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Mesic Hardwood Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Southern Loess Bluff Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Southern Mesic Slope Forest

Florida Peninsula Inland Scrub

Mississippi Delta Maritime Forest

Nashville Basin Limestone Glade

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest - Mixed Modifier

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest-Hardwood Modifier

Northern Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry Hardwood Forest

Ridge and Valley Calcareous Valley Bottom Glade and Woodland
South-Central Interior Mesophytic Forest

Southeast Florida Coastal Strand and Maritime Hammock

Southern and Central Appalachian Cove Forest

Southern and Central Appalachian Mafic Glade and Barrens

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak Forest

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak Forest - Xeric

Southern Coastal Plain Dry Upland Hardwood Forest

Southern Coastal Plain Oak Dome and Hammock

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest - Evergreen Modifier
Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Hardwood Modifier
Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Mixed Modifier

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Hardwood Modifier
Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Mixed Modifier

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Virginia/Pitch Pine Modifier
Southern Piedmont Glade and Barrens

Southern Piedmont Mafic Hardpan Woodland

Southern Piedmont Mesic Forest

Southern Piedmont Northern Triassic Basin Dry Forest

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest - Hardwood Modifier
Southwest Florida Coastal Strand and Maritime Hammock

Bluegrass Basin Savanna and Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Black Belt Calcareous Prairie and Woodland
East Gulf Coastal Plain Black Belt Calcareous Prairie and Woodland - Herbaceous Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Prairie and Barrens

East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Prairie and Woodland

Eastern Highland Rim Prairie and Barrens

Eastern Highland Rim Prairie and Barrens - Dry Modifier

Florida Dry Prairie

Panhandle Florida Limestone Glade

Pennyroyal Karst Plain Prairie and Barrens

Southern Ridge and Valley Patch Prairie

Western Highland Rim Prairie and Barrens

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Wet Longleaf Pine Savanna and Flatwoods
Atlantic Coastal Plain Small Brownwater River Floodplain Forest
Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Wet Pine Savanna and Flatwoods
Central Appalachian Floodplain - Forest Modifier

Central Appalachian Floodplain - Herbaceous Modifier

Central Appalachian Riparian - Forest Modifier

Central Appalachian Riparian - Herbaceous Modifier

Central Florida Pine Flatwoods
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Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands
Wetlands

CITATIONS:

East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Dry Flatwoods - Open Understory Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Dry Flatwoods - Scrub/Shrub Understory Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Large River Floodplain Forest - Forest Modifier

East Gulf Coastal Plain Large River Floodplain Forest - Herbaceous Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Near-Coast Pine Flatwoods - Offsite Hardwood Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Near-Coast Pine Flatwoods - Open Understory Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Near-Coast Pine Flatwoods - Scrub/Shrub Understory Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Small Stream and River Floodplain Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Southern Loblolly-Hardwood Flatwoods

East Gulf Coastal Plain Treeless Savanna and Wet Prairie

Lower Mississippi River Bottomland and Floodplain Forest

Mississippi River Low Floodplain (Bottomland) Forest

Mississippi River Riparian Forest

South Florida Dwarf Cypress Savanna

South Florida Pine Flatwoods

South Florida Wet Marl Prairie

South-Central Interior Large Floodplain - Forest Modifier

South-Central Interior Large Floodplain - Herbaceous Modifier

South-Central Interior Small Stream and Riparian

South-Central Interior/Upper Coastal Plain Wet Flatwoods

Southern Piedmont Large Floodplain Forest - Forest Modifier

Southern Piedmont Large Floodplain Forest - Herbaceous Modifier

Southern Piedmont Small Floodplain and Riparian Forest

Althoff, D. P., and G. L. Storm. 1989. Daytime spatial characteristics of cottontial rabbits in central Pennsylvania. J. Mamm. 70:820-
824.

Baker, Rollin H. 1983. Michigan mammals. Michigan State University Press. 642
pp.

Brown, L. N. 1997. A guide to the mammals of the southeastern United States. University of Tennessee Press, Knoxville. xiv + 236

pp.

Caire, W., J. D. Tyler, B. P. Glass, and M. A. Mares. Z. Marsh (illustrator). 1989. Mammals of Oklahoma. University of Oklahoma Press,
Norman. Oklahoma. 567 pp.

Chapman, J.A., J.G. Hockman, M.M. Ojeda. 1980. Sylvilagus floridanus. Am. Soc. Mamm., Mammalian Species No. 136. pp. 1-

8.

Dalke, P.D. 1942. The cottontail rabbits in Connecticut. Bull Conn. Geol. Nat. Hist. Surv. 65. 97

pp.

Dalke, P.D., and P.R.S.mc. 1941. Food habits of the eastern and New England cottontails. J. Wildl. Mgmt. 5:216-

228.

Godin, AJ. 1977. Wild Mammals of New England. Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore. 304

pp.

Hall, E. R. 1981. The Mammals of North America. Second edition. 2 Volumes. John Wiley and Sons, New York, New York. 1181

p.

Hamilton, William J., Jr., and John O. Whitaker, Jr. 1979. Mammals of the eastern United States. Cornell Univ. Press, Ithaca, New York. 346
pp.

Lee, D. S., L. B. Funderburg Jr., and M. K. Clark. 1982. A distributional survey of North Carolina mammals. Occasional Papers of the North
Carolina Biological Survey, No. 1982-10. North Carolina State. Mus. Nat. Hist., Raleigh, North Carolina. 72 pp.

Schwartz, Charles W., and Elizabeth R. Schwartz. 1981. The wild mammals of Missouri. University of Missouri Press, Columbia. 356

pp.

Trent, T.T. and O.S. Rungstad. 1974. Home range and survival of cottontail rabbits in southwestern Wisconsin. J. Wildl. Mgmt. 38:459-
472.

Webster, W. D., J. F. Parnell and W. C. Biggs Jr. 1985. Mammals of the Carolinas, Virginia, and Maryland. The University of North Carolina
Press, Chapel Hill, NC.

Whitaker, J.0. Jr. and W.J. Hamilton, Jr. 1998. Mammals of the eastern United States. Cornell Univ. Press, Ithaca, New York. 583
pp.

For more information::

mEACO

SE-GAP Analysis Project / BaSIC Compiled: 15 September 2011
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. This data was compiled and/or developed
Dept: of Biology, NCSU by the Southeast GAP Analysis Project at
Raleigh, NC 27695-7617 The Biodiversity and Spatial Information
(919) 513-2853 Center, North Carolina State University.
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